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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the InternationaJ application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. Q With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. [x] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3 - LJ Unity of invention is lacking (see Box ill). 

4. With regard to the title, 

|x"| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[3c] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

P]| the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 

| | as suggested by the applicant. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| ] as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. [x] none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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1 A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

- E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

■P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



•T later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document te taken alone 

•Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 
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page 2, line 30 - page 4, line 7 
page 5, line 13 - page 8, line 17 



1-40 



US 5 780 056 A (AKAMATSU TAKU 
14 July 1998 (1998-07-14) 
the whole document 



ET AL) 



W0 87/01587 A (BIOCOMPATIBLES LTD) 

26 March 1987 (1987-03-26) 

page 5A, line 11 - page 8, line 16 

US 2002/061954 Al (DAVIS DANNY ALLEN 
AL) 23 May 2002 (2002-05-23) 
paragraphs '0015! - '0028! 



ET 



CD 

rn 



CD 
I— 

m 

o 
O 

3 



US 6 375 968 Bl (QU0NG DOUGLAS) 
23 April 2002 (2002-04-23) 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/1SA/ 210 



Continuation of Box I I. 2 IT 
Claims Nos.: 5, 7, 8, 10, 16, 25-27 - * 

« 

Present claims 5, 7, 10, 16, 26 relate to an extremely large number of j 

possible compounds. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or ■ 

disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, j 

for only a very small proportion of the compounds. In the present case, I 

the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, AH 

that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is ( 

impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those { 
parts of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely 
those parts relating to the compounds belonging to the group of silicone 
dioxide and titanium dioxide. 



Present claims 8, 25, 27 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
compounds. In fact, the claims contain so many variables, possible 
permutations and provisos that a lack of clarity (and conciseness) 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to 
render a meaningful search of the claims impossible. Consequently, the 
search has been carried out for those parts of the application which do 
appear to be clear (and concise), namely those compounds recited 1n the 
examples. 

Present claims 8, 25 and 27 relate to a product and its associated 
method defined (Inter alia) by reference to the following parameters: 

PI: storage temperature 

P2: glass transition temperature 

P3: sintering temperature 

P4: gelling temperature 
The use of these parameters In the present context is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is 
impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ 
with what is set out in the prior art because the skilled person would 
have to identify first the mentioned compounds, which can be millions, 
then to identify for each combination these parameters. The lack of 
clarity is such as to render a meaningful complete search impossible. 
Consequently, the search has been restricted to the parts relating to 
the embodiments mentioned in the examples. 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This 1s the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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1. I | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

.r 


TO 

m 

> 


2. PH Claims Nos.: 5, 7, 8, 10, 16, 25-27 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 


LABL 


see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 


m 

Q 


3. |^] Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 


DPY 


Box III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 


This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 




1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
1 1 searchable claims. 




2. II As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 




3. I 1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
1 — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 




4. [^J No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 




Remark on Protest j~J The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 




f~\ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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